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Public Library 
Duluth, Minn. 


Feauces LE. Earhart, Kibrarian 


Oct. Sth, 1920. 


American Numismatic Society, 
New York, N.Y. 


Gentlemen: 


A few weeks ago we had an interesting old 
coin or medal brought in by an Italian who is very 
anxious to find out the approximate date of it and 
its present value. The piece was in too high relief 
to make an adequate rub, but I think you can locate it 
from a description. 


It contained on the obverse a head, probably 
of a Roman emperor, judging from the spiked head-dress, 
but the lettering was in Greek. The reverse had in 
the background a vineyard with the figure of the keeper 
and in the foreground a sow with eight or nine pigs in 
a double row. These were in high relief and polished 
from contact with the pocket of the owner. The piece 
was picked up a number of years ago at Baiano, near 
Naples, in excavating for the foundation work of a 
bridge. 


If it is impossible for you to locate this 
coin from the description, I will try to get a wax 
impression of it as I am anxious to help the Italian 
in his quest. 

With thanks for your consideration, I am 


Very truly yours, 


October 7th, 1920. 


Miss Yrances BE. Karhart, Librarian, 
Public Library | 
Duluth, iinnosota. 
Dear Madams- 
| ‘ I have your letter of October Sth. ‘The piecs as 
; described seems guspiciously like a well know "fake" 
which has been for a nunber of years the bane of nu» 
mismatistsa. ‘Those pieces are sometimes nearly tro 
inohes in dianetor, and sometimes smaller and the ob- 
- verse vories. YT have seen them with a head as you 
describe, others with heads without the erown and 
_#ti11 others with two facing heads. The reverse al« 
ways hed the sow and pigs. 


These pieces are not even copies of any coin 
that has ever existed, but do in a general way ree 
semble in appearence some of the very early coins of 
the Roman Republic. ‘They first appeared ebout 
seventy-five Fy sony ago, and are generaily made of 
brass o oh 


ion which polishes to o © gold 
- color. Of course without actually seeing the piece, 
I could not be. ain that I am correct in my supe 


tag In fact I have not seen one which had 
reek lettering upon it, the lettering generaliy bee 
ing fanciful or after tho somewhat feebie imitation 
of Hebraic characters. 


A praheaxsy of the pieos, or an impression 
Made 2 Waxaw ptobably be sufficient for me to 
correctly determine my supposition about it.. In 
connection with the moulding of-an impression, have 
you cver tried making such impressions in one of the 
patent modeling waxes sold under the name of plasto- 
lene and plastocéne! We have found these materials 
= yery useful in making goin impressions. After the 
surface is first lightly rubbed with talcum powder 
to prevent its being too sticky, these impressions 
Gan be then used as a mould for plaster of paris and 
e very satisfactory results secured. 


Very truly yours, 
ae ss Awsistant to Curator. 


Nublic Library 


Duluth, Minn. 


Frances ©. Zarhart, Librarian 


Oct. 18th, 1920. 


Mr. Arthur C. Wyman, 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear sir; 

Your very kind letter of October seventh 
has been received. You were very good to write 
me as fully as you did in regard to the coin my 
Italian friend brought in. If he comes in again 
I will try to get a wax impression and send to you 


so as to verify your suspicion of its being a fake. 


With thanks for your courtesy, I am 


Very truly yours, 


awe & 


FEn/S Librarian 


